opened the pigeon-hole relating to it and closed the others; when he wished to sleep he closed them all. Moreover, his inexhaustible memory made him familiar with all the men and all the details, as well as with all the machinery, of government. Daru, one of Napoleon's most efficient ministers, told Lamarque a curious story which illustrates the Emperor's unflagging vigilance of administration. One day, in the Eylau campaign, Daru left the Emperor, saying that he had to open his letters. "What letters can you receive/' asked the Emperor, derisively, "in this Arab camp, where we live on the country as we march?" "Your Majesty shall see," replied Daru, and in a short time returned, followed by half a dozen secretaries laden with papers. Napoleon opened the first at hazard; it contained a demand from the hospital at Mayence for a hundred syringes. "What! Do you provide syringes for the hospital at Mayence?" "Yes, and Your Majesty pays for them." The Emperor spent four hours opening and reading all the letters; he continued to do so for eight successive days; then he said: "For the first time I understand the mechanism of an army." On his return to Paris after Tilsit he pursued the same course with all the other ministers successively. After this process, which lasted six weeks, he carried a similar investigation into the ranks of the subordinates. What a force in itself was this quick yet laborious apprehension, this detailed probing of his vast administration! The inherent defect of such an executive was that no less an energy or intellect could have kept it going for a week. So completely did it depend on the master that it was paralyzed by the least severance from him. The conspiracy of Mal-
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